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AN

EXHORTATION

CONCERNING

Good Order, and Obedience to Rulers and

Magistrates.

Almighty God hath created and appointed all

things in heaven, earth, and waters, in a most ex-

cellent and perfect order. In heaven he hath ap-

pointed distinct and several orders and states of arch-

angels and angels. In earth he hath assigned and

appointed kings, princes, v^^ith other governors under

them, in all good and necessary order. The water

above is kept, and raineth down in due time and
season. The sun, moon, stars, rainbow, thunder,

lightning, clouds, and all birds of the air, do keep

their order. The earth, trees, seeds, plants, herbs,

corn, grass, and all manner of beasts, keep them-

selves in order : all the parts of the whole year,

as winter, summer, months, nights, and days, con-

tinue in their order : all kinds of fishes in the sea,

rivers, and waters, with all fountains, springs, yea,

the seas themselves, keep their comely course and

order ; and man himself also hath all his parts both

within and without, as soul, heart, mind, memory,

understanding, reason, speech, with all and singular

corporal members of his body, in a profitable, neces-

sary, and pleasant order : every degree of people in

their vocation, calling, and office, hath appointed to

them their duty and order : some are in high degree,

some in low, some kings and princes, some inferiors
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4 The First Part of the Sermon

and subjects, priests and laymen, masters and ser-

vants, fathers and childi-en, husbands and wives,

rich and poor ; and every one have need of other
;

so that in all things is to be lauded and praised the

goodly order of God, without the which no house,

no city, no commonwealth, can continue and endure,

or last. For where there is no right order, there

reigneth all abuse, carnal liberty, enormity, sin, and
Babylonical confusion. Take away kings, princes,

rulers, magistrates, judges, and such estates of God's

order, no man shall ride or go by the highway un-
robbed, no man shall sleep in his own house or bed
unkilled, no man shall keep his wife, children, and
possessions in quietness, all things shall be common

;

and there must needs follow all mischief and utter

destruction both of souls, bodies, goods, and com-
monwealths. But blessed be God that we in this

realm of England feel not the horrible calamities,

miseries, and wretchedness which all they undoubt-
edly feel and suffer, that lack this godly order : and
praised be God that we know the great excellent

benefit of God showed towards us in this behalf.

God hath sent us his high gift, our most dear sovereign

lord king James, with a godly, wise, and honourable
council, with other superiors and inferiors, in a beau-
tiful order, and godly. Wherefore, let us subjects do
our bounden duties, giving hearty thanks to God, and
praying for the preservation of this godly order. Let
us all obey, even from the bottom of our hearts, all

their godly proceedings, laws, statutes, proclamations,

and injunctions, with all other godly orders. Let
us consider the Scriptures of the Holy Ghost, which
persuade and command us all obediently to be subject,

first and chiefly to the King's majesty, supreme gover-

nor over all, and the next to his honourable council,

and to all other noblemen, magistrates, and officers,

which by God's goodness be placed and ordered.

For Almighty God is the only author and provider
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for this forenamed state and order, as it is written of

God in the Book of the Proverbs, Through me kings

do reign, through me counsellors make just laws,

through me do princes bear rule, and all judges of
the earth executejtidgment : I am loving to them that

love me. Prov. viii. Here let us mark well, and re-

member, that the high power and authority of kings,

with their making of laws, judgments, and offices, are

the ordinances, not of man, but of God ; and therefore

is this word (through me) so many times repeated.

Here is also well to be considered and remembered,
that this good order is appointed by God's wisdom,
favour, and love, especially for them that love God

;

and therefore he saith, / love them that love me. Also
in the Book of wisdom we may evidently learn, that a

king's power, authority, and strength is a great benefit

of God
;
given of his great mercy, to the comfort of

our great misery. Wisd. vi. For thus we read there

spoken to kings. Hear, O ye kings, and understand

:

learn ye that bejudges of the ends of the earth ; give
ear, ye that rule the midtitudes ; for thepower is given
you of the Lord, and the strength from the Highest.
Wisd. vi. Let us learn also here, by the infallible

and undeceivable word of God, that kings and other

supreme and higher officers, are ordained of God, who
is most Highest ; and therefore they are here taught
diligently to apply and give themselves to knowledge
and wisdom, necessary for the ordering of God's
people to their governance committed, or whom to go-
vern they are charged of God. And they be here also

taught by Almighty God, that they should acknow-
ledge themselves to have all their power and strength,

not from Rome, but immediately ofGod most Highest.
We read in the Book of Deuteronomy, that all pu-
nishment pertaineth to God, by this sentence, Ven-
geance is mine, and I ivill reward. Deut. xxxiii.

But this sentence we must understand to pertain

also unto the magistrates which do exercise God's
a3



G The First Part of the Sei'mon

room in judgment, and punishing by good and godly
laws here in earth. And the places of Scripture

which seem to remove from among all Christian

men judgment, punishment, or killing, ought to be
understood, that no man (of his own private autho-

rity) may be judge over other, may punish, or may
kill. But we must refer all judgment to God, to

kings and rulers, and judges under them, which be
God's officers to execute justice ; and by plain words
of Scripture have their authority and use of the

sword granted from God ; as we are taught by Saint

Paul, that dear and chosen Apostle of our Saviour

Christ, whom we ought diligently to obey, even as

we would obey our Saviour Christ, if he were pre-

sent. Thus St. Paul wTiteth to the Romans : Let
every soul submit himself nnto the authority of the

higher powers^for there is nopoiver but of God. The
powers that be, be ordained of God. Whosoever
therefore icithstandeth the poiver, ivithstandeth the

ordinance of God ; but they that resist, or are against

it, shall receive to themselves dainnation. For rulers

are notfearful to them that do good, but to them that

do evil. Wilt thou be ivithout fear of the power ? Do
well then, and so shall thou be praised of the same ;

for he is the minister of God for thy wealth. But, and
if thou do that which is evil, thenfear ; for he beareth

not the sivord for nought, for he is the minister of
God, to take vengeance on him that doth evil. Where-
fore ye ?nust tieeds obey, not onlyforfear ofvengeance,
but also because of conscioice ; and evenfor this cause

pay ye tribtUe, for they are God's ministers, serving

for the same purpose. Rom. xiii.

Here let us learn of St. Paul, the chosen vessel

of God, that all persons having souls (he excepteth

none, nor exempteth none, neither priest, apostle, nor

prophet, saith St. Chrysostom,) do owe of bounden
duty, and even in conscience, obedience, submis-

sion, and subjection to the high powers tvhich be set

ill authority by God; forasmuch as they be God's
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lieutenants, God's presidents, God's officers, God's
commissioners, God's judges, ordained of God himself,

of whom only they have all their power, and all their

authority. And the same St. Paul threateneth no less

pain than everlasting dmnnation to all disobedient

persons, to all resisters against this general and com-
mon authority, forasmuch as they resist not man but

God ; not man's device and invention, but God's wis-

dom, God's order, power, and authority.

The Second Part of the Sermon of Obedience.

Forasmuch as God hath created and disposed all

things in a comely order, we have been taught in the

first part of the sermon, concerning good order and
obedience, that we also ought in all commonweals,
to observe and keep a due order, and to be obedient

to the powers, their ordinances and laws, and that

all rulers are appointed of God for a goodly order to

be kept in the world : and also how the magistrates

ought to learn how to rule and govern according to

God's laws ; and that all subjects are bound to obey
them as God's ministers, yea, although they be evil,

not only for fear, but also for conscience-sake. And
here, good people, let us all mark diligently, that it

is not lawful for inferiors and subjects, in any case,

to resist and stand against the superior powers ; for

St. Paul's words be plain, that whosoever withstarid-

eth, shall get to themselves damnation ; for zthosoever

vcithstandeth, wiihstandeth the ordinance of God. Our
Saviour Christ himself, and his apostles, received

many and divers injuries of the unfaithful and wicked
men in authority : yet we never read that they, or

any of them, caused any sedition or rebellion against

authority. We read oft, that they patiently sufifered

all troubles, vexations, slanders, pangs, and pains,
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and death itself, obediently, without tumult or re-

sistance. They committed their cause to him that

judgeth righteously, and prayed for their enemies
heartily and earnestly. They knew that the autho-
rity of the powers was God's ordinance ; and there-

fore, both in their words and deeds, they taught ever

obedience to it, and never taught nor did the con-
trary. The wicked judge Pilate said to Christ,

Knoivest thou not, that I have poiver to crucify thee,

and have power also to loose thee ? Jesus answered.
Thou couldest have no poiver at all against me, except
it were given thee from above. John xix. Whereby
Christ taught us plainly, that even the wicked rulers

have their power and authority from God ; and
therefore it is not lawful for their subjects to

withstand them, although they abuse their power

;

much less then is it lawful for subjects to withstand

their godly and Christian princes, which do not abuse

their authority, but use the same to God's glory, and
to the profit and commodity of God's people. The
holy Apostle St. Peter commandeth servants to be

obedient to their masters, not only if they be good and
gentle, but also if they be evil andfroward ; affirming,

that the vocation and calling of God's people is to

be patient, and of the suffering side. 1 Pet. ii. And
there he bringeth in the patience of our Saviour

Christ, to persuade obedience to governors, yea,

although they be wicked and wrong doers. But let

us now hear St. Peter himself speak, for his words
certify best our conscience : thus he uttereth them
in his first epistle : Servants, obey your masters with

fear, not only if they be good and gentle, but aha if

they be froward. For it is thank-worthy, if a man
for conscience toward God endureth grief, and suf-

fereth wrofig undeserved : for ivhat praise is it, ivhen

ye be beaten for yourfaults, if ye take it patiently?

But when ye do well, if you then suffer wrong, and
take it patiently, then is there cause to have thank

of God : for hereunto verily were ye called ; for so
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did Christ sufferfor us : leaving us an example that

we should follow his steps. 1 Pet. ii. All these be
the very words of St. Peter. Holy David also

teacheth us a good lesson in this behalf, who Avas

many times most cruelly and wrongfully persecuted

of king Saul, and many times also put in jeopardy
and danger of his life by king Saul and his people :

yet he neither withstood, neither used any force or

violence against king Saul, his mortal and deadly
enemy : but did ever to his liege lord and master
king Saul, most true, most diligent, and most faithful

service. Insomuch, that when the Lord God had
given king Saul into David's hands in his own cave,

he would not hurt him, when he might, without all

bodily peril, easily have slain him ; no, he Avould not
suffer any of his servants once to lay their hand upon
king Saul, but prayed to God in this wise : Lord,
keep me from doing that thing unto my master the
Lord's anointed: keep me that I lay not my hand
upon him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord : for

as truly as the Lord liveth (except the Lord smite

him, or except his day come, or that he go down
to war, and perish in battle), the Lord be mer-
ciful unto me, that I latj not my hand upon the

Lords anointed. And that David might have killed

his enemy king Saul, it is evidently proved in the

first Book of the Kings, both by the cutting off the

lap of Saul's garment, and also by plain confession

of king Saul. Also another time, as is mentioned
in the same book, when the most unmerciful and
most unkind king Saul did persecute poor David;
God did again give king Saul into David's hands,
by casting of king Saul and his whole army into a
dead sleep ; so that David and one Abisai with him
came in the night into Saul's host, where Saul lay

sleeping, and his spear stuck in the ground at his

head. Then said Abisai unto David, God hath deli-

vered thine enemy into thy hands at this time: ?ioio

therefore let me smite him once ivith my spear to the
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earth, and I will not s?nite him again the second time;
meaning thereby to have killed him with one stroke,

and to have made him sure for ever. And David
answered and said to Abisai, Destroy him not ; for
who can lay his hands iij}07i the Lord's anointed, and
be guiltless ? And David said furthermore, As sure as
the Lord liveth, the Lord, shall smite him, or his day
shall come to die, or he shall descend, or go down into

battle, and there perish : the Lord keep me from
laying my hands upon the Lords anointed. But take
thou now the spear that is at his head, and the cruse

of water, and let us go ; and so he did. ] Sam.
xxvi. 8— 11. Here is evidently proved, that we may
not withstand, nor in any wise hurt an anointed king,

which is God's lieutenant, vicegerent, and highest mi-

. nister in that country where he is king.
jection.

g^^ peradventure some here would say,

that David in his own defence might have killed king
Saul lawfully, and with a safe conscience. But holy

David did know that l;e might in no wise

withstand, hurt, or kill his sovereign lord

and king : he did know that he was but king Saul's

subject, though he were in great favour with God, and
his enemy king Saul out of God's favour. Therefore

though he were never so much provoked, yet he re-

fused utterly to hurt the Lord's anointed. He durst

not, for offending God and his own conscience

(although he had occasion and opportunity,) once lay

his hands upon God's high officer the king, whom he
did know to be a person reserved and kept (for his

office sake) only to God's punishment and judgment:
therefore he prayeth so oft and so earnestly, that he

lay not his hajids upon the Lord''s anointed. Psalm
Ixxxviii. And by these two examples, Saint David
(being named in Scripture a man after God's own heart,)

giveth a general rule and lesson to all subjects in the

world, not to withstand their liege lord and king ; not

to take a sword by their private authority against

their king, God's anointed, who only beareth the sword
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by God's authority, for the maintenance of the good,

and for the punishment of the evil ; who only by
God's law hath the use of the sword at his command,
and also hath all power, jurisdiction, regiment, correc-

tion, and punishment, as supreme governor of all his

realms and dominions, and that even by the authority

of God, and by God's ordinances. Yet another notable

story and doctrine is in the Second Book of the Kings,

that maketh also for this purpose. When an Amale-
kite, by king Saul's own consent and commandment,
had killed king Saul, he went to David, supposing to

have had great thanks for his message, that he had
killed David's deadly enemy ; and therefore he made
great haste to tell to David the chance, bringing with

him king Saul's crown that was upon his head, and his

bracelet that was upon his arm, to persuade his tidings

to be true. But godly David was so far from rejoic-

ing at this news, that immediately and forthwith he
rent his clothes off his back ; he mourned and wept,

and said to the messenger, How is it that thou wast
not afraid to lay thy hands on the Lord's anointed

to destroy him ? And by and by David made one of

his servants to kill the messenger, saying. Thy blood be

on thine own head,for thine own mouth hath testified

and witnessed against thee, granting that thou hast

stain the Lord's anointed. 2 Sam. i. These examples
being so manifest and evident, it is an intolerable ig-

norance, madness, and wickedness, for subjects to

make any murmuring, rebellion, resistance, or with-

standing, commotion, or insurrection, against their

most dear and most dread sovereign lord and king,

ordained and appointed of God's goodness for their

commodity, peace, and quietness. Yet let us believe

undoubtedly, good Christian people, that we may not

obey kings, magistrates, or any other, (though they be
our own fathers), if they would command us to do any
thing contrary to God's commandments. In such a

case we ought to say with the Apostles, JVe must
rather obey God than man. Acts v. But nevertheless,
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in that case we may not in any wise withstand vio-

lently, or rebel against rulers, or make any insurrec-

tion, sedition, or tumults, either by force of arms, or

otherwise, against the anointed of the Lord, or any of
his officers : but we must in such case patiently suffer

all wrongs and injuries, referring the judgment of our
cause only to God. Let us fear the terrible punish-

ment of Almighty God against traitors and rebellious

persons, by the example of Korah, Dathan, and Abi-
ram, which repugned and grudged against God's ma-
gistrates and officers, and therefore the earth opened
and swallowed them up alive. Others, for their wicked
murmuring and rebellion, were by a sudden fire, sent

of God, utterly consumed ; others for their froward
behaviour to their rulers and governors, God's minis-

ters, were suddenly stricken with a foul leprosy

;

others were stinged to death, with wonderful strange

fiery serpents ; others were sore plagued, so that there

were killed in one day the number of fourteen thousand
and seven hundred, for rebellion against them whom
God had appointed to be in authority. Absalom also,

rebelling against his father king David, was punished
with a strange and notable death. 2 Sam. xviii.

The Third Part of the Sermon of Obedience,

Ye have heard before, in this sermon, of good order

and obedience, manifestly proved both by the Scrip-

tures and examples, that all subjects are bound to

obey their magistrates, and for no cause to resist, or

withstand, or rebel, or make any sedition against them,
yea, although they be wicked men. And let no man
think that he can escape unpunished that committeth
treason, conspiracy, or rebellion against his sovereign

lord the king, though he commit the same never so

secretly, either in thought, word, or deed, never so

privily, in his privy chamber by himself, or openly
communicating and consulting with others. For trea-
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son will not be hid, treason will out at length : God
will have that most detestable vice both opened and
punished, for that it is so directly against his ordi-

nance, and against his high principal judge and

anointed in earth. The violence and injury that is

committed against authority is committed against God,
the commonweal, and the whole realm, which God wall

have known, and condignly or worthily punished one
way or other ; for it is notably written of the Wise
Man in Scripture, in the Book called Ecclesiastes :

Wish the king no evil in thy thought, nor speak no hurt

of him in thy privy chamber: jor the bird of the air

shall betray thy voice, and with her feathers shall

bewray thy words. These lessons and examples are

written for our learning : therefore let us all fear the

most detestable vice of rebellion ; ever knowing and
remembering, that he that resisteth or withstandeth

common authority, resisteth or withstandeth God and
his ordinance, as it may be proved by many other

places of holy Scripture. And here let us lake heed,

that we understand not these or such other like places

(which so straitly command obedience to superiors,

and so straitly punisheth rebellion and disobedience to

the same,) to be meant in any condition of the pre-

tenced or coloured power of the Bishop of Rome. For
truly the Scripture of God alloweth no such usurped
power, full of enormities, abusions, and blasphemies :

but the true meaning of these and such places be to

extol and set forth God's true ordinance, and the au-

thority of God's anointed kings, and of their officers

appointed under them. And concerning the usurped
power of the Bishop of Rome, which he most wrong-
fully challengeth as the successor of Christ and Peter :

we may easily perceive how false, feigned, and forged

it is, not only in that it hath no sufficient ground in

Holy Scripture, but also by the fruits and doctrine

thereof. For our Saviour Christ and St. Peter teach

most earnestly and agreeably obedience to kings,

as to the chief and supreme rulers in this world, next

[y y 10] B
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under God: but the Bishop of Rome teacheth, that they

that are under him are free from all burdens and charges
of the commonwealth, and obedience toward their

prince, most clearly against Christ's doctrine and St. Pe-
ter's. He ought therefore rather to be called Antichrist,

and the successor of the Scribes and Pharisees, than
Christ's vicar, or St. Peter's successor ; seeing that

not only in this point, but also in other weighty mat-
ters of Christian religion, in matters of remission and
forgiveness of sins, and of salvation, he teacheth so

directly against both St. Peter, and against our Saviour

Christ, who not only taught obedience to kings, but

also practised obedience in their conversation and
living : for we read that they both paid tribute to the

king : Matt. xvii. and also we read, that the Holy
Virgin Mary, mother to our Saviour Christ, and Joseph,

who was taken for his father, at the emperor's com-
mandment, went to the city of David, named Beth-
lehem, to be taxed among others, Luke ii. and to de-

clare their obedience to the magistrates, for God's

ordinances sake. And here let us not forget the

blessed Virgin Mary's obedience : for although she

was highly in God's favour, and Christ's natural mo-
ther, and was also great with child at the same time,

and so nigh her travail, that she was delivered in her

journey, yet she gladly, without any excuse or grudg-

ing, (for conscience sake,) did take that cold and foul

winter journey, being in the mean season so poor, that

she lay in a stable, and there she was delivered ot

Christ. And according to the same, lo, how St. Peter

agreeth, writing by express words in his first Epistle

:

Submit yourselves, or be subject, saith he, unto kings,

as unto the chief heads, a?id unto rulers, as unto them
that are sent (f himfor the jit^nishment of evil doers,

andfor the praise of them that do well ; for so is the

will of God. 1 Pet. ii. I need not to expound these

words, they be so plain of themselves. St. Peter

doth not say. Submit yourselves unto me as supreme
head of the church ; neither saith he. Submit your-
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selves from time to time to my successors in Rome :

but he saith, Submit yourselves unto your king, your

supreme head, and unto those that he appointeth in

authority under him ; for that you shall so show your

obedience, it is the will of God ; God wills that you

be in subjection to your head and king. This is God's

ordinance, God's commandment, and God's holy will,

that the whole body of every realm, and all the members
and parts of the same, shall be subject to their head,

their king, and that (as St. Peter writeth)/or the Lords
sake : 1 Pet. ii. and (as St. Paul writeth) for con-

science sake, and not forfear only. Rom. xiii. Thus
we learn by the word of God to yield to our king that

is due to our king ; that is, honour, obedience, pay-

ment of due taxes, customs, tributes, subsidies, love,

and fear. Matt. xxii. Rom. xiii. Thus we know

f)artly our bounden duties to common authority ; now
et us learn to accomplish the same. And let us most

instantly and heartily pray to God, the only author of

all authority, for all them that be in authority, accord-

ing as St. Paul willeth, writing thus to Timothy in his

first Epistle : / exhort therefore, that above all things,

prayers, supplications, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be done for all men ; for kings, andfor all that

be in authority, that we may live a quiet and a

peaceable life, with all godliness and honesty : for that

is good and accepted, or allowable in the sight of God
our Saviour. 1 Tim. ii. Here St. Paul maketh an

earnest and an especial exhortation, concerning giving

of thanks and prayer for kings and rulers, saying,

Above all things, as he might say, in any wise prin-

cipally and chiefly, let j)rayer be madefor kings. Let

us heartily thank God for his great and excellent

benefit and providence concernirug the state of kings.

Let us pray for them, that they may have God's favour,

and God's protection. Let us pray that they may ever

in all things have God before their eyes. Let us

pray that they may have wisdom, strength, justice,

clemency, and zeal to God's glory, to God's verity,
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to Christian souls, and to the commonwealth. Let us

pray that they may rightly use their sword and autho-

rity ; for the maintenance and defence of the catholic

faith contained in holy Scripture, and of their good
and honest subjects, for the fear and punishment of

the evil and vicious people. Let us pray that they

may most faithfully follow the kings and captains in

the Bible, David, Ezekias, Josias and Moses, with

such other. And let us pray for ourselves, that we
may live godlily in holy and Christian conversation ; so

shall we have God on our side, and then let us not

fear what man can do against us : so we shall live in

true obedience, both to our most merciful King in

heaven, and to our most Christian king in earth ; so

shall we please God, and ha\?e the exceeding benefit,

peace of conscience, rest and quietness here in this

world, and after this life we shall enjoy a better life,

rest, peace, and the everlasting bliss of heaven ; which
He grant us all, that was obedient for us all, even to

the death of the cross, Jesus Christ : to whom, with

the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and
glory, both now and ever. Amen,

THE END.

Gilbert & Rivington, Printers, St. John's Square, London.
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